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Head of Quicksilver Media 
and Executive Producer of 
Channel Four’s Unreported 
World, Eamonn Matthews 
lead a Coventry Conversa-

tion on Thursday, the 8th of October. A 
passionate and award winning reporter, 
he talked about his experience on the 
!lms he produces.

Eamonn’s Unreported World explores 
the harsh truth of people living in dif-
ferent parts of the Earth, some being 
ranked as the most dangerous or in-
tense regions. The documentaries o"er 
these “people on the ground” a change 
to be heard, as Eamonn claims: “We are 
trying to give voice to the people who 
don’t have a voice.” He argues that his 
crew “is going on the ground and show 
what’s happening, what’s real”. 

Matthews labels the modern TV 
reports as being opinionated, lack-
ing facts. Separating his investigative 
reporting programme from that, he 
describes his work: “It’s unreported 
journalism. It’s raw, harsh and very real. 
Our up front reporters go right to the 
primary source, the people.” Also, he 

underlines the gap between current TV 
programmes and Unreported World: “I 
want to stress that we use a two person 
teams, one camera and nothing magic. 
In TV people use bigger teams, but our 
small camera relaxes people.” The Times 
newspaper made this distinction as well 
saying that Unreported World is “one of 
the handful of programmes that act as 
a bulwark against the crushing idiocy of 
television”. One of his !lms takes about 
eight and a half weeks to make.

Portraying the production of his 
documentaries, Eamonn highlights: 
“We have a game plan. We must make 
sure our team and !xers (local journal-
ists) are safe. The team never leaves the 
o#ce without double checking that we 
have a story.” Still, when they do leave, 
“it’s their responsibility to deliver the 
basic story”. Talking about safety he 
admits: “To be risk free means to never 
leave the o#ce”. 

Matthews answer to media students’ 
request for advice was: “you must have 
a narrative story for television and to 
just be passionate about it”. 
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by Danielle Cook and Radina Choleva

Eamonn Matthews back in the days he was out on the !eld. 
Now he spends his days in his o"ce.

“It’s raw, harsh 
and very real. Our 
up-front reporters 
go right to the 
primary source, the 
people.”

 “To be risk free 
means to never 
leave the o#ce.”
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